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Joe Pietroniro 
Granville, MA 

EST. 1990 

REPAIR WORK • ADDITIONS • 
BOILERS • REMODELS • GAS 

PIPING • AND MORE 

Commercial and Residential 

Master Lic. # 13035 

 

THE TOWN OF 
GRANVILLE  

COUNCIL ON 
AGING NEEDS YOU! 

 

The efficient running of the municipality requires 
more than just town employees and elected 
officials. Volunteers are needed to keep the 
wheels of government turning. We are in need of 
members to serve on the Council on Aging. This 
board promotes a spirit of healthy, positive, 
aging through education and activities for all 
seniors, their families, and the community at 
large. The Council on Aging will be putting 
together a survey.  The more input received will 
assist the town how best to utilize funding for 
the council on aging. Please consider joining.  
Email Matt Streeter at 
townadministrator@townofgranville.org with 
subject line COA if interested. 

 

REFLECTIVE ADDRESS MARKERS 
The Council on Aging and the Granville Fire 
Department are offering reflective house 
numbers/address markers to be posted at the 
curb or mailbox. These numbers increase visibility 
for police, fire and ambulance first responders to 
quickly locate properties in an emergency 
situation. These numbers are FREE to seniors 55+ 
and can be purchased by all other Granville 
homeowners for $20.00.  These have already 
helped first responders save lives and are highly 
recommended! If interested fill out form at 
www.granvillefire.net  

 

KNOX BOXES 
The Council on Aging has purchased Knox Boxes 
for Granville Seniors. These Knox Boxes securely 
hold house keys to allow emergency services 
such as police, fire and ambulance gain access to 

your house in the event of an emergency. The 
Fire Department will install the boxes. The 
boxes are provided FREE of charge to seniors 
who request them on a first come first serve 
basis. If the program is successful and there is 
interest in the program, the Council on Aging 
will purchase additional boxes. Email Matt 
Streeter at 
townadministrator@townofgranville.org with 
subject line COA if interested. Anyone else from 
the public can order box at www.knoxbox.com . 

 
CODE RED 
The Council on Aging and Emergency 
Management reminds those who have not yet 
signed up for our Code Red notification system. 
If interested fill out form at 
www.granvillefire.net 
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School House Excerpts from the 
old Town Reports  
Annual Report of the Town of Granville 
For the year ending March 1, 1894 
This is an excerpt from Superintendent’s Report 

10 School houses, 16 different Teachers, pupils 
between age 5‐15, 15 pupils over 15 and 5 pupils 
under 5 years of age, total enrollment during the 
year 219. 

Enrollment per school    

Grammar School, Granville  20 

Primary School, Granville 32 

Northeast District 18 

East Granville School 32 

North Lane, East Granville 26 

South Lane, East Granville 18 

South Lane, West Granville 16 

Ore Hill 29 

Beech Hill 21 

Union School‐Two Terms 7 

 

The school‐houses are all in fair condition, 
although a few small repairs are needed on some. 
I North Lane the school‐house is not large enough 
to accommodate the pupils when all attend. This 
has interfered somewhat with the work of the 
school. Should the need of more room continue, 
the school‐house will have to be enlarged, or a 
part of the scholars transported to some other 
school. The school‐rooms all need cleaning and 
this ought to be attended to before another 
term, as some of them are in a very filthy 
condition. If we wish to train our boys and girls in 
habits of tidiness and respectability, we must 
surround them with tidy and respectable 
conditions. 

Respectfully submitted, U.G. Wheeler 

 

Excerpts from the Superintendent’s Report of 
the year 1896 

Paint is still needed on certain buildings. South 
Lane ought to have seats. Chimneys and 
underpinning should be looked after in several 
places. West Granville building are not properly 
supplied with out houses, and in some other 
places these are out of repair. “the out houses 
should be properly constructed, the building for 
boys and girls widely separated; if out of doors, 
separated by tight board fence or wall. The doors 
should be locked nights the buildings inspected 
daily by teachers and janitor. And be kept neat 
and decent.” Beech Hill, South Land and Granville 
center need more black board space, and the 
boards in several rooms keeps crumbling away 
and sometime must be done for these boards 
soon. Stone state boards are best and cheapest 
in the end. 

Whenever a new stove is put into a building 
hereafter, arrangement should be made for 
ventilation the room so as to insure the children a 
supply of warm, fresh air. 

Respectfully submitted, Fairfield Whitney 

While reading these old Town Reports I was 
struck (but should not have been) with the 
condition of our schools. Mostly they were a 
product of the times. My Grandfather LeClair 
went to the Ore Hill school, My Dad and his 
siblings went to the South Lane school in 
West Granville ( Crest Lane)  he remembers 
the only lighting were the windows, an anti 
room where the stove heated the class room 
and heated water for washing your hands 
and an area to hang your coats. He can’t 
remember if there was water to drink. 

Linda Blakesley 

Continued on next page 
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Excerpts from the Superintendent’s Report of the year 1914 

School Sanitation and Equipment 

In order to approach conditions which may be considered ideal with reference to school sanitation and 
equipment, the matters listed below must receive careful attention. 

1. Ventilation and heating. There is no adequate system of ventilation and heating in any of our buildings. 
Pupils sitting near the stove are frequently overheated while those in the back of the room are cold. 
The bad effects of the foul air are often apparent to one entering a room out‐school of‐doors on a cold 
day in winter. Undoubtedly the most satisfactory way to correct the above mentioned evils is to install 
a school room furnace or connection heater. Such a furnace requires no basement, provides an inlet 
for sufficient fresh air, and outlet for foul air and heats all parts of the room to an even temperature. It 
should have a large openable door in the casing so that children may dry their clothes and get warm 
quickly on cold and storm mornings. Every heater purchased should be accompanied by a written 
guarantee. 

2. Lighting. The most approved method of lighting at eh present time is to have the light come only from 
the left side and rear of the pupils. The area of glass in windows should be from one fifth to one 
quarter of the floor area. Shades should be provided at tip and bottoms of windows so that the light 
may be properly controlled on bright days. 

3. Water. A plentiful supply of pure water should always be available for drinking and washing. Each 
school should have its own supply and not have to depend upon the generosity of neighbors. The state 
law prohibiting the use of the common towel and common drinking cup in public places has made 
some action by school officials necessary. Paper towels are recommenced as the cheapest and most 
practicable. Although nothing can equal a sanitary drinking fountain yet a large jar with faucets 
attached and individual drinking cups may be satisfactory under right conditions. The drinking cups 
should be frequently washed and hung in an enclosed space. The initials of each pupils should be 
clearly painted upon the cup which he uses. Good enamel drinking cups may be purchased for school 
at five cents apiece. 

4. Sweeping compound to keep down the dust. 

5. Adjustable seats and desks. 

6. Fire extinguisher at every school. This would be a protection not only for the school, but for the entire 
neighborhood. A good one can be bought for $6.50. 

7. Text books provided with clean paper covers at the beginning of every year. 

8. School buildings and privies effectually screened against flies and mosquitoes. Good wire screens can 
be purchase at from thirty‐five cents to forty‐five cents apiece. 

9. School houses and outhouses should be absolutely free from all defacing and obscene marks. 

10. Galvanized iron garbage cans for the school yards. Good ones can be purchased for one dollar apiece. 

11. More state blackboards are greatly needed for several school in town. 

12. A few more good pictures in our school rooms and a few more swings and see‐saws on the 
playgrounds would also help to make our school more attractive. 

Respectfully submitted Josiah S. McCann 

School House Excerpts continued 
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RECORDS WANTED: 
  

Buying your old vinyl records-LPs 
and 45s.  

 Looking for Rock, Blues, Jazz, Folk, 
Punk, Heavy Metal.   

Top $$ paid.   

Will travel to you.   

Also buying Granville postcards 
and antique advertising pieces of 

Granville businesses.   

 

Call Mark @ 357-6346  
or text/call 413-626-6396. 

Woodlands Cemetery has sites available:  

48 Blandford Road  

Contact us for information:  

Carolyn Donatini  

Dorrie Holmes  

WoodlandsCem@comcast.net 

NEWS RELEASE 
Local author, poet and musician Philip Pothier has 
published his collected works in a new book, 
“Songs and Poems from the Heart”.  These are 
truly “Poems and songs from the heart”. The 
poems reflect insight into many years of country 
life in Granville.  They bring to memory the 
nostalgic country ways and activities of a by‐gone 
era, many of which still survive today.   

Most of these he learned from old farmers in 
town and are part of over forty years of country 
living.  The song lyrics represent over fifty years of 
loving and serving the Lord.  They present both 
joy and sorrow, but end with victory in Jesus!  All 
come from the heart of the author to you! 

About the Author: 

Philip Pothier was born in 1942, and makes his 
home in Granville, Massachusetts. He traces his 
love of music and poetry to his childhood.  Almost 
every member of his family, all ten of them, 
played an instrument and sang. His grandfather 
gave piano lessons and his maternal grandfather 
amassed a large collection of records starting 
about 1910.  Every weekend, in lieu of television, 
the Pothiers would gather around the piano and 
sing a wide variety of old songs.  In addition, when 
he was little, his mother would read poems and 
books to the children every night.  While in high 
school he wrote poems for extra credit.  In 1997, 
when his mother was 89, he gathered a collection 
of those poems she had read and issued a 
memorial collection to family members.  When he 
had finished he began to write his own. .In 1966 
he gave his heart to Jesus and began to write 
Gospel songs as well.  He has sung and played in 
many places across the country, from Catalina 
Island to the Carterfold in Hilton’s Virginia and 
sings often in local churches.  He is the leader of a 
local band called “The Berkshire Mountain Boys”. 
He continues to sing, play his autoharp and write 
poems and articles for Southwoods Magazine. 
Both the book and CD containing eight of his own 
songs are available at Cooley and Company, 66 
Granby Road in Granville or from the author at 210 
Sodom Street  also in Granville (357‐6618) or on 
line from the publisher, covenantbooks.com. 
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Lawnmower Blades 

Sharpening Services. 

$8.00 per blades  
(Sharpened & Balanced) 

In town pick up and delivery also 
available for additional $2. 

236 Beech Hill Rd. 
Granville, MA 

Or call Mario @ 413 564‐4534 

GRANVILLE 
FIRE 

DEPARTMENT 

By Capt. Tim Rickis – GFD Firefighter & Public 
Relations Coordinator 

 

How to stay safe this heating season… 

Be aware of Carbon Monoxide (CO) dangers! 
 CO is of particular concern during cold weather 
when doors and windows are closed, and heating 
appliances such as wood stoves and furnaces are 
in full operation. Here are some simple tips to 
keep you and your family safe: 

♦ You cannot see or smell Carbon Monoxide. 
Working CO detectors are the only way to 
detect it in your home. You should have 
working CO alarms outside every sleeping 
area, and on every level of your home.  

♦ CO alarms should be tested monthly. If it is a 
plug in type detector make sure it has a 
battery backup. 

♦ If your CO alarm sounds, get outside to fresh 
air immediately and call 911. GFD will meter 
your home to ensure the air is safe. 

♦ Operate portable generators outside, check 
your furnace and fireplace for proper exhaust 
ventilation. Loose or broken pipes should be 
fixed immediately. 

Hea ng Fire Facts ‐  
Hea ng caused nearly 10,000 fires in 
Massachuse s over the last five years. Hea ng is 
the second leading cause of home fires in the state. 

♦ Have furnaces and chimneys checked by a 
professional every year before the start of the 
hea ng season. Fuel assistance programs can 
help homeowners with maintenance and repair 
costs. 

♦ Wood, Pellet and Coal Stoves ‐ These solid fuel 
stoves require a permit from the local building 
inspector to ensure they are installed safely 

and properly. Dispose of ashes in a metal 
container, with a lid, away from the house, 
garage, and porch.  

♦ Space Heaters Need Space ‐ Keep anything that 
can burn at least three feet away from space 
heaters.  

♦ Unvented Kerosene Heaters Illegal in 
Massachuse s ‐ Dangerous unvented kerosene 
heaters are illegal in Massachuse s, but they 
are s ll available in other states. They pose 
both fire and carbon monoxide risks. 

  

Together, we can improve the life safety and well‐
being of our Granville residents! 

The all‐volunteer members of The Granville Fire 
Department are proud to serve our residents 24/7. 
Please visit our web page at h p://
www.granvillefire.net or find us on Facebook! For 
Public Rela ons contact Tim Rickis at 
firedept@townofgranville.org 
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In Nursing Home 
Skip and Alice Demarais,  

 The Arbors,  40 Court Street  
 Room 329,  Westfield, MA  01085 

Boy Scout Troop 114  
is having their  

Annual Scou ng for Food. 
 

 Drop off will be at the Town Hall , 
November 21 from 9 AM  ll noon.  

 
If you need someone to come and  
pick up your dona on you can  

call Tyler at 357‐3132  
before November 21.  

 
We are also collec ng for the  
Our Community Food pantry;  

serving Southwick Tolland Granville 

GRANVILLE FEDERATED CHURCH  
American Baptist and United Church of Christ  
16 Granby Rd., Granville, MA  
Transitional Pastor: Dr. Rev. John Wilson  
Church Services: 10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings at 
the church.  
Online Services are continuing and can be found 
on YouTube and Facebook starting at 7:00 a.m. 
on Sunday mornings  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!  
Thank you to all who bought Ham and Bean 
dinners last month. Our Curbside Pick Up Church 
Supper was hugely successful and the response 
was so great that we're doing it again. This time 
the menu will be Roasted Pork Loin, yams, roll, 
homemade applesauce and chocolate tarts for 
dessert. Please see the flyer in the Caller for more 
information.  

Agape School in Uganda 
We continue to ask for prayer for Pastor Steve 
and the children and families at the Agape School 
in Uganda. CoVid 19 has hurt the operation of the 
school and the government in Uganda seems to 
be less supportive of faith based schools. Please 
pray for them.  

Operation Christmas Child is Back!  
Last year we were able to send 13 shoeboxes to 
Operation Christmas Child to be sent to children 
around the world. We're hoping to increase the 
number of boxes we send this year. To 
participate, simply fill a standard size shoebox 
with items appropriate for a boy or girl ages 2‐4, 5
‐9, or 10‐14 years old. Suggested items might be a 
stuffed animal, doll, hygiene stuff such as combs, 
toothbrushes, etc., school supplies and just fun 
stuff. Please include a check for $9 to cover 
shipping costs. You can drop the boxes off at the 
church on Sunday mornings or at Fran's house at 
23 Water St. Collection dates are Nov. 16th to 
Nov. 20. (or earlier) More information can be 
found at SAMARITANSPURSE.ORG/OCC. Or call 
Fran at 357‐6492. Thank you.  

Big Y gift cards are available. Please see Karen 
Rahn to purchase them. A percentage of the sale 
goes to help support the church.  

The Fellowship Hall will be available for rent 
when the church reopens for functions, 
complete with 2 restrooms, tables, chairs and 
kitchen facilities. For more information contact 
Bobbi at 413 357‐9090.  

To contact the church to leave a message for 
Pastor Johnny, please call 357‐8583. You can 
also call a Deacon (Dale Flarida 357‐8775, Eileen 
Jerome 357‐6610, Fran Wackerbarth 357‐6492, 
Alan Gregg 357‐6156, Laura Fielding 357‐6368), 
or our head Trustee Bobbi O'Connell 357‐0194.  

HAVE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!  
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Granville Public Library continued 
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HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS COLLECTION 
The Town of Granville has contracted with New England Disposal Technologies 
(NEDT) of Westfield for the collection and disposal of various Household Hazardous 
Products and chemicals from Granville residents. 

Residents can bring automotive wastes (oil, coolants, fluids, grease),  
oil based paints (including solvents, thinners aerosol cans),  

or household cleaning products and Lawn/Garden/Pool supplies  
(fertilizers, herbicides, pesticides, chemicals) to: 

NEDT Collection Center 
190 East Main Street Westfield, MA 

(866) 769‐1621 
on Mondays and Wednesdays 9am to 4pm; or Saturdays 9am to 1pm. 

 
The Town will pay up the first $30.00 of disposal costs and the residents will be 

responsible for any balance. 
 

More information is available on the Transfer Station page  
of the Town of Granville website:  

www.townofgranville.net or www.nedt.org  
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Call me to see if  
your roof could 

qualify for a zero 
cost solar system  

to create your own 
green energy to 

power your home ! 
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OBITUARIES 
 

Daniel Anthony Oleksak,  
Danny, age 71, passed away peacefully on October 12, 2020 at his home after a challenging, three‐year 
journey with cancer. He was cared for by some of the most kind and brilliant professionals in their field. He 
was strong‐willed and positive, never complaining and never giving up hope—an inspiration to his loved 
ones. Danny was known for his strong dedicative work ethic, positive attitude, humble persona and fun‐
loving nature. He was quirky and one of a kind. You would rarely see him without his John Deere cap or a 
big smile. He always had a story to tell. Danny loved his simple life, and it was hard not to love him. 

Danny was born in Westfield, MA on December 8, 1948 to the late Andrew T. Jr. and Salamea (Sally) 
(Bannish) Oleksak. Danny grew up in Westfield, alongside his family‐run business, Oleksak Lumber, 
founded in 1922. The family often spent their summers at their farm in Chesterfield, MA. He attended Holy 
Trinity Elementary School and Saint Mary’s High School, both in Westfield. He went on to study at Holyoke 
Community College and the University of Massachusetts Amherst, earning a Master of Forestry in 1974 
while concurrently serving in the Air National Guard. He was a licensed forester, timber harvester and land 
surveyor and co‐owned the family’s fourth generation lumber business with his brother, Andy. He was 
actively involved in local conservation commissions, the Massachusetts Forest Alliance, the Massachusetts 
Association of Land Surveyors and the Massachusetts Farm Bureau. He took pride in managing and 
cultivating the family‐owned timberlands in order to carry on his predecessors’ legacy to future 
generations. He loved being in the woods, surrounded by the trees and wildlife—where he found peace 
and calm. He was often known for being accompanied in his truck by one or more of the family dogs on his 
everyday adventures. 

Danny married his wife Charlcy in 1974 when they settled in Granville to raise their family. They became 
heavily rooted in a caring, selfless and fun‐loving community of neighbors and friends. Danny volunteered 
his time as a little league coach, worked hard to park cars in the center of town during the annual Harvest 
Fair—donating all of the money earned to the town. On the fourth of July his responsibility was that of the 
‘corn man’ at the annual BBQ and dance on the town green. He will be missed dearly by his community. He 
was a man of many skills. He had any tool or piece of equipment on hand that was needed and was 
constantly going above and beyond to lend a hand to any of his friends, family and neighbors in need. He 
served on the town finance and conservation committees and committed many volunteer hours to the 
Granville Federated Church. He and his wife enjoyed many travels around the world—Danny made friends 
wherever he would go. He was fortunate to take a trip to Eastern Europe with his daughter, visiting the 
small villages from which his family immigrated. 

Danny leaves his wife of 45 years, Charlcy (Stallsmith) Oleksak. He also leaves his son Nathan Daniel 
Oleksak and daughter‐in‐law Ann C. Nordahl. He leaves his daughter Katie Bannish Oleksak and cherished 
granddaughter Lily Daniel Oleksak. He took pride in being a grandfather—he and his granddaughter could 
not stop smiling whenever they were around one another. He was sweet, sensitive and loving to all of his 
family. He also leaves his brother, Andrew T. Oleksak, III and wife Modwyn; his sister Donna Michel and 
wife Pat Sicard; his sister Jo‐Ann Orluk and husband Stephen; and sister and brother‐in law Nan and Gary 
Pease. Danny also leaves behind beloved nieces and nephews; Jennifer, Sarah, Charlotte, Nick, Andrew & 
Jessa; Rebecca, Mark and Kristen and many great‐nieces and great‐nephews, cousins, aunts and uncles 
who adored him—everybody loved their ‘Uncle Danny’. While he is no longer here with his family in the 
present, he will forever be in their hearts. 



NOVEMBER 2020 GRANVILLE’S COUNTRY CALLER Page 16 

Maple Corner Farm 
 

Open for Sales & Open House   
Nov 29, December 6 & 13 

10:00 am-5 pm or by appointment 

 

Open for sales of Maple Syrup, maple products, 

Jam, Jelly, Fruit Butters, Specialty Foods  

Gift Baskets & Grass Fed Beef 

New & Used Cross Country Ski Equipment, 

Gift Certificates, Ski Season Passes  

 

Beech Hill Road   413-357-8829 


